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Monday, February 14, 1994

Volume 18 Number 27

1993 Faculty and Staff Campaign a Record Success
A total of $170,772 was raised during the 1993 Faculty and Staff Campaign, including matching funds of
$62,843 by President Arend D. Lubbers. Some 56 percent of faculty and
staff contributed to the campaign (519
contributo rs, including 26 retirees and
28 adjunct facu lty membe rs) .
One of this year's goals was to raise
the percentage of contributors from 48
perce nt in 1992 to at least 50 percent.
The Cabinet also sought to increase the
number of Plant Services personnel
participa nts. Well over 50 percent of
that group contributed to a new lyestablished Plant Services Personnel
Descendants Scholarship Endowment
Fund. By December 31, that fund had
grown to well over $10,000 . The
Preside nt's match raised the total to

over $20,000, making it possible to
award the first scholarship for the coming fall semester.
Another factor contributing to the
success of the campaign was the work
done by the Campaign Cabinet and cochairs , Dean Mary Seeger a nd Professor Bill Baum. In addition to her leadership , Seeger increased he r contribution by $5 for each new gift to the
Women 's Scholarship Fund or the
Seeger Endowment.
Preside nt Lubbers again matched all
gifts to university endowment funds
and this year delive red doughnuts to
donors at various campus locations in
an event called "Don's Doughnut Do llars ." Lubbers thanked people personally for their contributions and support

of GVSU during delivery days, which
occurred during record-breaking temperatures of 22 below zero
The colleague-to-colleague phone
calls also added to the success of the
campaign. The calls served as a reminder to co ntribute a nd a llowed
people to ask questions.
Grand Valley continues to hold o ne
of the best records in the Midwest for
on-campus campaigns .
"This has a very positive impact
when the President and people in
Developme nt go out in th e community
to raise fund s," sa id Nancee Mille r,
administrative coordinator for the ca mpaign. "Prospective community donors
know that GVSU believes in what it
does. "

people chose the Flexible Medical Plan.
In addition, participation in the PPO
Dental Plan , the Vision Plan, and the
Flexible Spending Accounts increased
fro m 1993. Participation in the PPO
Dental Plan rose from 41 to 66 persons,
w hile the vision plan increased from
121 to 222. The spending accounts rose
in participation from 231 to 262.
"I expected the number of participants in these plans to increase because more people participated in the
program. However, I w as pleasantly
surprised to see that the overall pe rcentage of participants increased as
well " Veneklase said. "Because particip~nts need to complete an e nrollme nt form each year it gives them a
chance to re-evaluate their choices and
select the most cost-effective plans.
"We hope the Pe rsonalized Benefits
Progra m will assist the University in
controlling costs by educating participants to make the most cost-effective
choice ," Veneklase added. "Educating
faculty and staff about the most costeffective choice is important when you
conside r that the cost of providing

be nefits has nearly doubled over the
pas t five years, to nearl y $10.5 millio n
in 1993."
The cost of providing medical insurance alone has increased fro m $965 ,000
in 1988 to over $2.3 million in 1993. "I
hope this program is effective in slowing increases so othe r changes a re not
necessary," sa id Veneklase.

Across Campus
Personalized Benefits
Enrollment Reveals Changes
The second year of the Pe rsonali zed
Benefits Program began successfu lly
and with increased participation o n
Janu ary 1, 1994, according to Dave
Vene klase, benefits manager. Enrollment resu lts also revealed a significant
change in participants' selections of
benefit plans.
"The numbe r of pa rticipants in the
program increased this year and the
benefits were modified slightly," said
Ve neklase. During the first year of the
program , 554 people were eligible.
That number increased to 787 in 1994
with the addition of the Clerical, Office and Technical staff. The program
als; offered an improved vision p lan
for 1994, providing an increased benefit at a lower cost tha n in 1993 through
the Vision Service Plan.
The pla n that experienced the greatest change in participation was the
Flexible Medical Plan . First implemented in 1993, some 30 people chose
to enroll at that time. This year, 91

New Fraternity Established
On Campus
A new frate rnal order was recently
founded on ca mpus to recognize stude nts w ho have attained high standards of leadershi p in inter-Greek activities. The Nu O mega National Orde r
of Omega Chapter was fou nded o n
January 30.
"This organ ization seeks o utstanding fraternity men a nd women from the
Na ti ona l Pan -Hellenic Counci l ,
Panhellenic Cou ncil , and Inter Fraternity Council to stand united in furthe ring the philosophy of the college fra-
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West Michigan Public Broadcasting
Great Wine and Food
Symposium to Be Held
Wednesday Night
The sixth annual Great Wine and
Food Symposium, benefiting WGVUTV 35 and WGVK-TV 52, will be held
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. Wednesday, February 16, in the Ambassador Ballroom at
the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel.
More than 300 Michigan, California,
and other American wines from more
than 60 vintners will be available for
tasting, as well as hors d'oeuvres samplers from seven west Michigan restaurants, including the Amway Grand Plaza
Hotel, Charley's Crab, Gutheries,
Pietro's Ristorante, The Sandpiper,
Thornapple Village Inn, and Yen ChingRoaring 20 's. D & W Food Centers will
serve an assortment of domestic
cheeses.
Tickets cost $35 each and include
unlimited wine tasting , a food sampler
from each restaurant, and one raffle

ticket. Guests must be over 21 years of
age to participate.
_Reserv~tions can be made by calling
Shirley Dilworth at extension 6666 or
1-800-442-2771. The symposium is
sponsored by Panopou los Salons and
presented by the West Michigan Wine
Distributors and Michigan Grape and
Wine Industry Council.

Michael Jackson Scandal
Probed on Frontline
The PBS television program "Frontline" will examine the coverage of the
Michael Jackson story and the
tabloidization of American television
in a show titled "Tabloid Truth: The
Michael Jackson Scandal," to air at 9
p.m. on Tuesday, February 15, on
WGVU-TV 35 and WGVK-TV 52.
. "Within a matter of days, this story
Jumped from hard, verifiable news to
spectacle and entertainment," said
Frontline producer Tom Lennon who
was in Los Angeles w ith his film' crew

shortly after the allegations surfaced to
chronicle the media as it worked the
story. "Frontline" Correspondent Rich~rd Ben Cramer said, "The mass appetite for celebrity scandal stories and the
growing number of outlets willing to
tell them have sharpened the media 's
carnival skills. But what are the consequences for a society that demands
that news is entertainment?"

Auction Volunteers Needed
For April 19-24
WGVU-TV 35 and WGVK-TV 52 are
looking for volunteers for their 20th
annual Auction , scheduled for April
19-24. Volunteers are needed before
the Auction - securing donations by
phone or by car, during it-answering
the phones, running bids, staging the
items, and after the Auction - for
follow-up phone calls.
If you are interested in volunteering, call Shirley Dilworth or Judy Palmer
at 771 -6666.

Coming Events
Former GVSU Faculty
In Guitar Recital on Campus
Internationally-celebrated classical
guitarist Guillermo Fierens w ill perform at 8 p.m. tonight in the CookDeWitt Center. He will also hold a
master class from 1-3 p.m. on Tuesday,

February 15, in the Louis Armstrong
Theatre.
Fie rens, who was born in Argentina
is a former instructor at GVSU. He wo~
first prize in many major competitions,
including the Caracas International
Guitar Competition, and Rio de Janeiro's
Villa Lobos Competition, where he was

Across Campus
continued from page 1
ternity, " said Laura Bestler, Greek Life
graduate assistant.
"'This order shou ld help mold the
sentiment of the institution on questions of local and interco llegiate affairs," Bestler added. "It will also b ring
together members of the faculty, alumni,

and student members of the institution's
fraternities and sororities on the basis
of mutual interest, understanding, and
helpfu lness. "
President Are nd D. Lubbers and
Ann Leslie, student life coordinator
are the founding facu lty members. '

awarded the gold m e da l by the
composer's widow. Fierens has pe rformed in numerous cities across the
world, including London, Rotterdam,
Milan , Barcelona , Hamburg, and Oslo.
The recital is free, but only 250 seats
are available. For reservations, ca ll
extension 3484.

fORlM
Calendar of Events
Cultural
Arts Hot Line: (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday)
Friday, January 14 - Friday, February 25
Art exhibit, "Uncommon Clay, " ceramics created by Daleene Menning. The Muskegon
Museum of Art and the Calder Art Gallery, Calder Fine Arts Center.
Monday, February 14

12 noon: Lunchbreak. Whitley Setrakian, dancer. Free. Louis Armstrong Theatre, Calder
Fine Arts Center.
8 p .m.: Classical guitar recital by Guillermo Fierens. Cook-DeWitt Center. Free . Contact
the Music Department for seat reservations, extension 3484.
Sunday, February 20

3 p .m.: Concert. High School Honors Symphonic Band along with GVSU Symphonic
Wind Ensemble and Concert Band, Sam Mcllhagga, conductor. Free. Louis Armstrong
Theatre, Calder Fine Arts Center.
8 p.m.: University-Community Orchestra concert, Lee Copenhaver, conductor. Free.
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Calder Fine Arts Center.

General
February 1-24, Tuesdays and Thursdays
*7-9 p.m.: Black History Trivia. Sponsored by Pepsi.
Monday, February 14
*12 noon: Minority Mentor/Mentee luncheon (invitation only). Cabins D, E, & F.
Tuesday, February 15
•10 a.m.-4 p .m.: African American Art and Cultura l Expo. Sponsored by Zeta Phi Beta.
Mainsail lounge , Kirkhof Center.
Wednesday, February 16

*7-9 p.m.: Famous Black Africans. Sponsored by Kappa Alpha Psi. Kleiner A.
Thursday, February 17

*10 a.m.-1:20 p.m.: "West Michigan Career Connections," business and industry job fair,
sponsored by West Michigan Collegiate Career Services. Free. Kirkhof Center. For
more information , call Charleen Hayes-Joseph, 895-3311.
Friday, February 18
*12 noon: Annual Black History luncheon. Keynote Speaker: Calvin Butts, pastor of the
Abyssinian Baptist Church in Ha rlem, New York. Reservations required at Minority
Affairs. Sponsored by Davenport College and the GVSU Minority Affairs/Multicultural
Center. Promenade Deck, Kirkhof Center.
•7 p .m.: Stage Production titled "The Harabee ." Sponsored by Delta Sigma Theta . CookDeWitt Center.
Saturday, February 19

•9 a.m.-2 p.rh.: "Dress for Success. " Fashion Fair production. Rese rvations required by
the Minority Affai rs/ Multicultural Center. Klei ne r.

Page 3

Faculty and Staff
Sketches
Linda Chown, assistant p rofessor of
English, wrote reviews of the books,

Voices of Their Own: Contemporary
Spanish Narrative by Women, by Elizabeth J. Ordonez, and Talking Back:
Toward a Latin American Feminist Literary Criticism, by Debra A. Castillo,
which appeared in Tulsa Studies in
Women 's Literature 12, 2, Fall 1993.
Paul Fishback, assistant professor of
mathema tics, presented a paper titled
"Nicely Placed Subsets of the Real
Line" at the American Mathematical
Society Special Session on Measures
and Topological Groups, held at the
annual meetings of the AMS in Cincinnati.
James M . Kadlecek, director of the
Office for Economic Expansion, gave a
speech title d "Grand Valley Economic
and Housing Trends" at a meeting of
the Greater Grand Rapids Home Builders Association on February 1.
Sharon Sandberg, adjunct facu lty in
Art and Design, exhibited and cocurated "Six Approaches to Still Life"
fromJanu ary 12 through February 18 at
the Sisson Gallery at Henry Ford Community College in Dearborn.

Job Openings
Executive, Administrative, Professional
Underwriting Manager, WGVU/ WGVK
TV, $25,800-$44 ,600.

Sunday, February 20

•3 p.m.: Gospel Extravaganza Concert. Cook-DeWitt Center.
'Black History Month activities.

Menus

Sports
The Meadows News
Sports Hot Line: (616) 895-3800
Wednesday, February 16
6 p.m.: Men's and women's diving. GVSU at GLIAC Championships, Hillsdale College.
Thursday, February 17, through Saturday, February 19
11 a.m.-6 p.m.: Men's and women's swimming. GVSU at GLIAC Championships,
Hillsda le College.
Saturday, February 19
10 a.m.: Men's and women's indoor track. GVSU at Eastern Michigan Invitational,
Ypsilanti.
1 p.m.: Women's basketball. Saginaw Valley State University at GVSU.
3 p .m.: Men's basketball. Saginaw Valley State University at GVSU.

The Restaurant is now featuring
daily d rin k specials, including beer,
wine, and mixed drinks. A new dinner
menu features 14 e ntrees. For more
information, call 895-1020.

Oak Room Menu
For a recording of the day's Oak
Room menu, call extension 3712. For
further information, call exte nsion 3342.
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Information for Faculty and Staff Sketches
(please print)

(name)

(exact title and department)
is the author of
(name of journal or publisher)

(date of publication)

presented a paper titled

gave a lecture titled

conducted a workshop titled

exhibited/performed

other (specify)
at a meeting of
(name of group or conference)
in
(location)

(date of presentation)
was appointed/elected
(name of group)
telephone
(office and/or department telephone)

Please complete and return to Public Relations, 24 Zumberge Library.
Items may be submitted in other legible formats.

